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Abstract 

Consumption of chicken meat increased widely. Studying of chicken meat consumption Provides 

necessary information to set policies for the production and supply of chicken meat. The study was 

conducted in Babylon Province, Iraq; to investigates household consumption of chicken meat. Three 

hundred and fifty families were randomly selected. Most families consumed live chicken, 2-3 times a 

week,  consumed 2-4 kg each time. Chicken meat consumption increased with increasing of family 

size and monthly income. An effective strategy is needed to increase chicken meat production  to 

meet the increasing demand for live chicken meat.  
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Introduction  

The amount of protein consumed per person 

per day is more significant in healthy and 

balanced nutrition (Alparslan and Demirbas, 

2020). Poultry meat is an indispensable source 

of animal protein in human growth and 

development, so it is in great demand by 

people all over the world( Wahyono and 

Utami, 2018). Chickens accounted 94 percent 

of the world’s poultry population, and 

contribute 90 percent of world poultry meat 

production (FAO, 2021). 

Global chicken meat production for 2022 is 

forecast at 100.8 million tones( FAO, 2022). 

Because of its low prices, easy cooking and 

high nutritional value, the consumption of 

chicken meat has increased (Escobedo et al., 

2021; Neima et al 2021; OECD, 2018). 

The consumption of chicken meat has been 

studied in different regions of the world ( 

Adamski et al., 2017; Min et al., 2017; Sacli,  

 

2018; Ndenga,2019; Ayman, 2020; Baviera et 

al., 2021; Neima et al., 2021; Setyanovina et 

al., 2021; Stamatopoulou and Irini, 2022; 

Abdalla et al., 2023; Elegbede et al., 2023). 

These studies have concluded that the 

consumption of chicken meat  )amount and 

frequency of consumption) is affected by a 

range of personal, social, economic, cultural 

and religious factors. 

Iraq production from chicken meat for 2021 

was 144.7 thousand tones (CSO, 2022).There 

is a highly demand for chicken meat in Iraq 

(IOM, 2021). With no official data on the 

amount of chicken meat consumed in Iraq 

annually, many studies have shown a high per 

capita consumption (Mohammad, 2020; 

Thulfiqar et al., 2020; IOM, 2021). 

studying of chicken meat consumption can 

provide crucial information that help in the 

formulate and implement of an appropriate 

strategies for its production and presentation. 
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However, there are very few studies that dealt 

with this in Iraq in general and in the research 

area in particular . Therefore, there is a need to 

know about household consumption of 

chicken meat, what type of chicken meat is 

consumed, what is the amount of meat 

consumed, what is the frequency of meat 

consumption, what are the factors affecting 

their consumption?. The study was undertaken 

with the following objectives: 1) investigating 

the type of chicken meat consumed; 2) 

investigating the amount of meat consumed; 

3) investigating the frequency of meat 

consumption; 4) investigating the factors 

affecting the consumption of chicken meat.  

Materials and Methods 

The study was carried out in AL-Qassim 

District in Babylon Province, located in south 

central Iraq, between 32.7° and 33.8° N and 

43.42° and 45.50° E. Babylon Province is 

located in the Middle of Euphrates provinces. 

The population of AL-Qassim district is 

165916 ,about 49% of whom (81498) live in 

urban areas within 8750 family (CSO, 2021). 

350 family (4% of total families ) were 

randomly selected ,  a housewife from each 

family was chosen to respond to the 

questionnaire by personal interview from 10-

25 February 2023..    

The instrument used was a two-part 

questionnaire comprising socio-economic 

characteristics and chicken meat consumption. 

The socio-economic characteristics included 

age, education level, family size, and monthly 

income. The consumption of chicken meat 

included four aspect; Type of chicken 

consumed, frequency of chicken meat 

consumption, amount of chicken meat 

consumed and time that chicken meat 

consumption  increasing.  

Content validity of the questionnaire 

was established by a panel of experts in fields 

of agricultural marketing, economic and 

extension. A pilot study was conducted to 

establish reliability of the instrument. 

Cronbach’s alpha (a reliability coefficient of 

0.93) was established, indicating the 

instrument used was reliable and valid. 

Data were analyzed using frequency, 

percentage, mean (M), standard deviation 

(SD), using SPSS ver. 22,  (SPSS Inc., 

Chicago, IL). 

 

Result and Discussion 

Frequency and Amount of Chicken Meat 

Consumption 

People differ in the number of times they eat 

chicken meat and the duration between one 

time and another. Result in table 1 showed that 

(41.7%) of household indicate that their 

families consumption chicken meat 2-3 times 

a week, followed by (36.3%) once a week, 

17.1% once in 15 days, 3.2% once a month 

and 1.7% every day. Aldemir et al., 2021; 

Adamski et al., 2017 found that 73% , 46% of 

respondents respectively consume chicken 

meat 2-3 times a week, Santos and Fernandes, 

2022, found that 48% of respondents consume 

chicken meat 2-4 times a week. 

The amount of chicken meat consumed by the 

family each time is affected by several 

variables, including: family size, amount of 

income, the desire of its members, and the 

time of eating meat (day or evening). The 

results of the study indicated that rather than 

half of families consumed 2-4 kg each time, 

while (38%) consumed less than 2 kg and 

(10.9%) consumed rather than 4 kg each time. 

The average consumption of the families 

included in the study was 2.4 kg of chicken 

meat each time. Laura and Genaro,2022 found 

that chicken meat consumption were 

35 kg/person/ year, while Sui et al., 2017 

noted that chicken meat consumption were 

50.8 g/day for males, 39.2 g/day for females.   
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Table1: frequency and amount of chicken meat consumption 

Consumption frequency 

 

meat consumed each time  ) kg) Total 

< 2 2 - 4 > 4 

N % N % N % N % 

Every day 5 1.4 1 0.3 0 0.0 6 1.7 

2-3 times a week 48 13.7 81 23.1 17 4.9 146 41.7 

Once a week 38 10.9 75 21.4 14 4.0 127 36.3 

Once in 15 days 39 11.1 16 4.6 5 1.4 60 17.1 

Once a month 3 0.9 6 1.7 2 0.6 11 3.2 

Total 133 38.0 179 51.1 38 10.9 350 100 

M= 2.4, SD= 1.7 

Type of Chicken Consumed 

The chicken meat available in the Iraqi market 

can be classified into: live chicken meat and 

frozen chicken meat. Certainly, there are 

reasons and motives for the Iraqi family's 

preference for either type. It appears from the 

results of the study (Table 2) that the vast 

majority of the families (80%) included in the 

study consume live chicken meat, compared to 

20% who consume frozen chicken meat. this 

result is in line with Adamski et al., 2017; 

Ndenga,2019 whom found that 93%, 80% of 

consumers respectively consume live chicken 

meat. 

The most common types of live chickens sold 

in Iraqi markets are white chickens (meat 

chickens raised in chicken farms), red 

chickens (egg chickens whose ability to lay  

 

 

eggs has weakened or ended) and local 

chickens which raised in rural areas.And it 

found that (70.6%, 6.6%, 2.8%) of families 

consumption white, red and local chicken 

respectively. Neima et al., 2021found that 

47% of household consume local chicken. 

As for frozen chicken meat, it is available in 

two types: Iraqi and imported, 11.4% of 

families consume Iraqi meat, compared to 

8.6% who consume imported frozen 

meat,which means that consumers prefer local 

frozen chicken meat rather than imported 

chicken meat.IOM, 2021, pointed that Iraqi 

consumer prefer local chicken and fresh 

chicken meat over frozen meat. 

The consumption of imported frozen chicken 

meat increases among household with low 

income earners (Kayode, 2020; Fosu, 2021).   
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Table2: Type of chicken consumed 

Chicken types n % 

Live chicken White  247 70.6 

Red  23 6.6 

Local  10 2.8 

Frozen 

chicken 

Iraqi  30 8.6 

Imported  40 11.4 

 Total  350 100 

 

When Chicken Meat Consumption  

Increased  

With a state of semi-stability or stability in 

human consumption of many commodities and 

supplies, this consumption increases in some 

days, occasions, or seasons than it is in the rest 

of the days. This applies to the consumption of 

chicken meat. In this regard, 67.4% of the  

 

 

respondents indicated that family consumption 

of chicken meat increases on holidays and 

special occasions (table3), while 30% said it 

increased on Friday, followed by 2.6% on 

every day. Matawork ,2016; Shivachi et al., 

2021;Dewantari et al., 2023; they mentioned 

that the consumption of chicken meat is 

increasing on holidays. 

 

Table3: time when chicken meat consumption  increased  

Time n % 

Every day 9 2.6 

Friday  105 30.0 

holidays and occasions  236 67.4 

Total  350 100 

 

Factors Effecting Chicken Meat 

Consumption 

Result of chi test (table 4) shows a significant 

differences between consumption of chicken 

meat  according to  educational level, family 

size and monthly income. The largest number 

of respondents with a large quantity meat 

consumption was in the third (high) category 

of monthly income. The largest number of 

respondents with a less quantity consumption 

was in the first (low) category of monthly 

income. This means that chicken meat 

consumption increased with increasing of 

monthly income. Sacli, 2018 found that the 

household consumption of chicken meat 

increases with the increase of the family size 

and the monthly income.  
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Table 4: Characteristics of respondents and meat consumption  

Variable Categories N  % meat consumption(kg) 

< 2 2 - 4 > 4 M F test 

Age 

M= 41.8,        

SD= 9.3 

< 30 70 20.0 26 34 10 2.49 5.31 

N.S 30 – 50 180 51.4 75 85 20 2.39 

> 50 100 28.6 32 60 8 2.46 

Education <Secondary 68 19.4 12 46 10 2.79 22.899
* 

Secondary 118 33.7 59 44 15 2.20 

University 164 46.9 62 89 13 2.34 

Family size 

M= 5.9, SD= 3.8 

< 4 40 11.4 36 4 0 1.65 90.108
* 

4 – 7 224 64.0 86 125 13 2.34 

> 7 86 24.6 11 50 25 3.35 

Monthly income 

(IQD) 

M= 2.47, SD= 1.7 

< 2  170 48.6 91 78 1 1.82 47.641
* 

2 – 4  102 29.1 21 70 11 2.68 

> 4 78 22.3 21 31 26 2.90 

 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

There is a clear increase in household 

consumption of chicken meat, both in terms of 

the number of consumption times or the 

amount of meat consumed each time. The live 

white chicken is the most consumed compared 

to the other available types of chicken. This 

consumption increases with the number of 

family members and monthly income. An 

effective strategy is needed to increase 

chicken meat production  to meet the 

increasing demand for chicken meat.   
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